
TRINITY CONNECTIONS

 

Mark Twin said, “There are a thousand excuses for 

failure, but never a good reason.” Have you ever 

asked yourself why some people are more 

successful? Why do some churches have a dynamic, 

growing ministry while other churches seem stuck 

in the mud unable to move ahead? At a recent 

seminar, the facilitator asked the participants this 

question, “How many people here would like to 

double their income? Almost everyone smiled and 

raised their hands. How many would like to lose 

weight, or get out of debt, grow deeper in their 

faith? Again, almost everyone smiled and raised 

their hands. “That’s wonderful,’ said the facilitator. 

‘Not only do we all want the same things, but we all 

know what we have to do to achieve them. And we 

all intend to do those things, sometime. But, 

before we get started we need to take a little 

vacation to a wonderful fantasy place called 

“Someday Isle! Have you ever said to yourself 

someday I’ll do those things that I know I need to 

do to achieve all my goals? It’s been said that 

probably 80% of the population lives on Someday 

Isle most of the time. Who do we encounter on 

Someday Isle? People like us. What do we talk 

about on Someday Isle? Excuses, of course. 

I’ll get more active in church with my children 

when we get our act together at home, or when the  

 

 

schedule frees up a bit. Often, we come down with 

the disease “excusitis.” We all have good intentions, 

but as everyone knows, “the road to hell is paved 

with good intentions. 

We recently completed a congregational assessment 

through Holy Cow Consulting. Your response was 

tremendous as we surpassed our goal of 64 units 

with a final total of 90 participants! Thank you! The 

Church Council is reviewing the report and then 

will set up opportunities for congregational 

members to learn of the findings. In his 

inauguration speech President John F. Kennedy 

said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, 

ask what can you do for your country.” Now is the 

time to vote yourself off Someday Isle and respond 

with a new Easter heart filled with promise and 

make a pledge, “Here I am Lord, send me!” For we 

are “In Hammond for Hammond” and the best is 

yet to be. 

THANK YOU for what you have done, THANK 

YOU for what you are doing, and most of all, 

THANK YOU for what you will do to impact your 

lives and community in the days ahead. See YOU 

and your GUEST in worship this week. 

 

    Pastor Ralph 

  

 

 

MAY 2017 



 

I know it’s been a while since the treasurer’s 
report has been published in the newsletter.   
I must say I have been a bit shy as to how to 
share Trinity’s financial situation and outlook.  
March financials include the following: 

General Balance in Checkbook as of March 
31, 2017 was $13,574 

 
Incoming Funds 14,321 

Outgoing 
Expenses 

(19,140) 

Total   (4,819) 

 
Whoa, that looks scary; What happened?  

Here’s the story:  

1. Both income and expenses were 
increased due to the fundraising effort for 
the Suicide Awareness Project.  Total 
raised thus far is $4,846!  Way to go 
Trinity!  Of the $4,846 raised $3,866 
came in March.  

2. How about those speakers?  It sure is 
nice to be able to hear pastor’s sermons, 
and readers in our sanctuary again.   The 
speakers were purchased for $2,200 
including installation.  Thanks to all who 
helped make this happen! 

3. What about our building?  How are we 
taking care of it?  In March, there were 
inspections of the Fire Extinguishers and 
boiler inspections/tune ups. The costs 
incurred are not typical monthly 
expenses, however they are necessary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
to keep Trinity in tip top shape! 

4. What’s going on with all those dumpsters 
in the parking lot?  Well, as you may have 
guessed, Trinity is changing trash service 
providers.  Trinity will be discontinuing 
service with Advanced Disposal as of 
4/30/17 and beginning service with Murtha 
Sanitation on 5/1/2017.  There are two 
benefitting factors with this change:  1. We 
build relationships with local business. 2.  
Trinity will be saving about $20 per month 
with this change.   

As the weather becomes warmer, we all 
know how much fun it is to enjoy a weekend 
getaway at the lake, camping, fishing, visiting 
with friends and relatives we haven’t seen in 
a while.  This can mean many families are 
away from Trinity more in the summer 
months than other times of the year.  Fun 
time is important and we hope you all enjoy 
the festivities summer time brings.  Please 
keep in mind Trinity is still up and running in 
the summer, we hope to see you whenever 
you are able to join us in worship.  
Remember you may set up offering options 
even if you can’t be in attendance with us.  
We have the following options available, U.S. 
Mail, Simply Giving and Electronic Kiosk 
Giving.  If you need any help with any of 
these options, please see Sara 
Pommerening or Rachel McHenry and we 
will be happy to help you out.  Until next 
month, take care and God Bless! 

Your Treasurer, Rachel McHenry 

  

 

150 May Day baskets will be assembled on April 30th by 
the Sunday School, Fellowship Team, and Youth group. We will be 
delivering them to the Hammond community on that afternoon. We 
are looking for anyone willing to donate flowers, seed packets, candy, 
or anything you can think of to put in the baskets. Anything is so 
much appreciated!  
Any questions can be directed to Deb Henry at 715-781-1934.  
 

 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
APRIL 10, 2017 

 

Trinity’s April meeting was cancelled for the month. 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 8th. 
 

Coffee Chat with the Treasurer – Rachel McHenry 

  

tel:(715)%20781-1934


 

 

 

  

I didn’t turn in my President’s report for April because I wrote about “change” and a lot of 

it is about the business/financial side of Trinity Lutheran Church.  Then we had a survey 

that we decided to do with the congregation, so you would have a chance to let us know 

how you see/feel about various aspects of being a part of the Trinity family.  We had great 

participation with the survey and I want to thank everyone for that.   But the timing for my 

President’s report didn’t seem right, especially with Holy week and Easter coming up in 

April. 

So, then I thought that I would have my April report printed in the May newsletter, but 

after reading it again, the timing may not be right again since we haven’t met with the 

survey consultant to receive the results of the survey.  So, I will give you a brief synopsis of 

what I am working on. 

• I have worked on forecasting our financial needs for 2017.  And also, have worked 

on an estimate of giving and other income for 2017.   

• I am working on reorganizing the church council and endowment committee into 

church life committees, a financial stewardship committee, and an Executive 

committee.  Several other area congregations have already gone to a similar 

leadership structure. 

• I hope to have financial reporting improved. 

• I hope to make sure all of our administrative records are organized and up to date.  

The last two bulleted items will depend on the reorganizing of the council. 

• I am looking for someone to serve as a Church Vice President.  This person would 

serve as Vice President on the Executive committee and as a chairperson for the 

Financial Stewardship committee.  If you would consider this position; please 

see/contact me. 

• I am looking for someone to serve as Secretary on the newly formed financial 

stewardship committee and this person would also serve as the Secretary on the 

newly formed Executive committee. If you would to be considered for this position; 

please see/contact me. 

 

The reorganization/restructuring and new executive committee positions will help to 
ensure that we are being good stewards of the financial, business, and organizational needs 
of the Congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church. 

 
        With God’s help,  
 

        Dave Lindquist 

 

Council President’s Corner - Dave Lindquist 



  

Education-Kelly Browning, Chair 

Evangelism 
Betty Johnson, Chair 

Thank you for your continued 
support of the Food Shelf and SCC 

Backpack program.  Please 
remember them as you prepare to 
come to church on Sunday.  Food 

Shelf Sunday is the Second Sunday 
of the Month. 

 

Thank you to all who attended 
Celebration of a Savior by the 

Silent Messengers.  It was a very 
moving performance and one that 
we hope to repeat in the coming 

years. 
 

Mother’s Day.  Please join us at 
Trinity for the service on Mother’s 

Day as there will be a special 
children’s sermon. 

 

God’s many blessings, 
Marti 

 

Hello Sunday School Families – 
  

The Sunday School year is coming to an 
end. I would like to thank all of the 
parents for bringing their children to 
learn about God’s Love. Our last Sunday 
will be May 21st. The Sunday Scholl will 
be helping with May Day baskets on 
Sunday April 30th.   

The Sunday School children sang on 
Palm Sunday and did an amazing job! 

 

We are gearing up for our Vacation 
Bible School which will be held July 31-
August 3.  If you are interested in 
volunteering during this week, please 
let me know as soon as possible.  Every 
night we serve a meal for the family 
starting at 5:30 pm and VBS begins at 
6:00 pm.  We have created a website 
that we will be using for registration 
this year, please check it out.  
http://www.myvbs.org/trinityvbs2017/  

 

God’s Blessings to all! 
Trinity Sunday School Staff 

 

QUILTER’S  

CORNER 
  

Blankets of Love 
  

Blankets of Love 
will be tied on May 
3rd & 17th @ 9:00 
am in the quilting 

room. 
May 21 is when the 
graduating Seniors’ 

quilts will be 
presented during 
church services. 
Thank you for all 

the donations given 
to the quilting 

ministry. 
 

FOOD PANTRY 

UPDATE 
  

The food from the 

church will be 

delivered to the 

food pantry and the 

backpack 

program April 26th. 

 

Thank you for your 

generosity to the 

food programs that 

help so many 

people in the 

community. 

 

 

 

About 450 Easter door hangers 
were hung on doors in the 
Village of Hammond and 
surrounding area. A BIG 
THANK YOU to ALL who 

helped with that project. The 
people that helped ranged from 
8 to 80. There were 10 families 
that attended Easter Sunday 
Services because they found 

one on their door. So, with that 
being said I feel it was a 

success! Our team is now 
working on Hammond 

Heartland Days events. We will 
keep you in the loop what is 
going on. Thanks for all your 

support and feel free to give us 
any ideas!  

 
Blessings to you from the 

Evangelism Team 

 

Mission & Human Needs 
Marti Peterson, Chair 

 

http://www.myvbs.org/trinityvbs2017/


 

 

  

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO 

VOLUNTEERED THEIR TIME DURING HOLY 

WEEK. THANK YOU TO THE YOUTH WHO LED 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE AND COOKED A 

WONDERFUL BREAKFAST! THANK YOU TO KIRK 

LYKSETT, WADE GARDNER, THE EASTER CHOIR, 

SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS AND THE LIVING 

MEAL PARTICIPANTS. WE HAVE SO MANY 

TALENTED PEOPLE HERE AT TRINITY! 

 

 

 

Church Record 

 First Communion 
 Maundy Thursday, April 13th: 

Elliot Gardner Ethan Gardner 

Evan Gardner  Callie Haugen 

Thomas Iverson Cody McHenry 

Rob Munson  Tadd Posey 

 

Emil Evenson was Trinity Lutheran’s first 
Pastor...his wife Judy passed away and her 

memorial service is May 17, 2017, with 
visitation at 10:00am and service at 

11:00am. 
 

It will be at Stokes, Prock & Mundt Funeral 
Chapel......the address is 535 So. Hillcrest 

Parkway, Altoona, WI. 
 

If you want to send a card, his address is 
4316 Oakwood Hills Parkway, Apt 307 

Eau Claire, WI. 54701 
  
 

 

Former Pastor News 

 

 



 

  

 

Easter Flower Donations-2017 

 

Julie Boumeester: In memory of Ron Boumeester, In celebration of family 

Heath, Kelly and Taylor Browning: In celebration of Trinity’s Sunday School Children 

Karen DeSmith: In memory of Roger DeSmith 

Dan and Sally Doornink: In honor of family 

David and Becky Fowler: In memory and honor of our loved ones 

Daryl and Susan Frank: In memory of parents; Harland & Stella Frank, and   

    Veldon Monson 

    In honor and celebration of children and grandchildren 

Tim and Nicole Gardner: In celebration of new beginnings! 

Kathy Gustafson: In memory of husband, Gary 

Todd and Deb Henry: In celebration of the coming of Christ! 

         In honor of our kids, Brady and Gabby 

Kirk and Susan Hodnefield:  

   In memory of Betty Dunford, Victor Schmidt, and Margaret Hodnefield 

Holzer Family: In memory of Connor J. Newcombe 

Arnold and Bev Jacobson: In thankfulness for the many blessings here at Trinity for 44  

       years. 

Lee and Betty Jacobson: In honor/celebration of loving friends and family 

Pastor Ralph and Andrea Olsen: In celebration of Christ’s Resurrection 

Richard and Rose Kuebker: In honor and celebration of parents, children and grandchild;  

     Fred, Catherine, Rene’, Ryan, Resa, Rana, and Aiden 

David and Linda Lindquist: In memory of Jean & Vince Tubman and Richard & Jean  

          Lindquist 

Bev Medes: In memory of my husband, Cliff Medes 

Bruce and Jo Moll and family: In memory of Luke Murphy, Kyle Forsythe & Burnell  

     Holman 

     In celebration of family 

Dan and Nancy Newman: In memory of nephew, Nathan 

Alan and Jeanne Owens: In memory of Jean Tubman 

Kerry Peterson Family: In memory of Violet Christensen and Jack & Mary Lou Peterson 

            In honor of Art Christensen 

Steve and Jean Peterson: In honor and celebration of family and friends 

Jim and Karen Riley: In celebration of our Risen Christ 

Barb Schrank: In memory of Anna belle & Clyde Hanson, Joel & Amy and  

       Special Forever Friend, Jackie Stedman 

       In honor and celebration of children and grandchildren 
 

Thank you to all who were generous in contributing to the beauty of our 

sanctuary at this special time of year!  

Christ is Risen. He is Risen Indeed!! 
 



 

  

 
 MAY 7 

MAY 14 
Mother’s Day 

MAY 21 
Graduate Sunday MAY 29 

GREETERS Nusbaum Family 
Cody & Rachel 

McHenry 

Kerry & Marti 

Peterson 
Kathy Gustafson 

Adult Ushers (2) 

Nancy Newman 
Daryl & Sue Frank 

Alan Owens 
Daryl & Sue Frank 

Betty Johnson  

Youth Ushers       

Reader 
 Marti Peterson 

Ron Pratt 
Marti Peterson 

Acolyte 
 Sarah McHenry   

Power Point    
 

Communion Helpers Kathy Nusbaum + + Marti Peterson  
+ + Rachel McHenry 

Communion Set Up Worship Team + + Worship Team +  + 

Bread Baker 
Jo Moll + + Jo Moll + + 

Offering Counter 1 

Offering Counter 2 

Jill Foster Marti Peterson Jill Foster 
Marti Peterson 

    

Bulletin Sponsors 
 To Sponsor a Bulletin, please see Betty Johnson  

Sunday School 

Sponsors 

Fellowship Servers 
Team L-Ron & 

Glenda Pratt 
Team A-Jill Foster 

Team B-Todd & Deb 

Henry 

Team C-Lance & Cindy 

Olson 

Exterior Property 

Team 

Team #5-Cory & 

Gaylee Brady Family 

Team #5-Cory & 

Gaylee Brady Family 

Team #6-Troy Johnson 

Family 

Team #6-Troy Johnson 

Family 

May 7th BULLETIN: Dorothy Hage - in memory of husband Richard.  
        WELCA- thankful for Pastor Ralph. 
May 14th BULLETIN: God Bless our mothers. 
May 21st BULLETIN: Irene Burch - in thankfulness for caring family and friends. 
          Sarah Pommerening - in celebration of Trinity’s Class of 2017   
   Graduates: Hunter, Noah, Jordan, Taylor, MiKenna, Sarah and Christine 
May 28th BULLETIN: Remembering all who we have lost.  
         Charlie and Vera Grant - in honor of Charlie’s birthday. 
 

See Betty Johnson to sponsor a bulletin! Just $8.00! 

May Ministry Calendar 

May Bulletin Sponsors 

Please consider how you might do God’s work with your hands.  Sign up at the Communication Corner or call the church 

office.  Instruction available for every role & a reminder call or email a few days before your commitment. 

 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 9:00am SCV Pastors 
@___ 

Noon Yadda, Yadda 
Prayer Group @ 

American Heritage, 
Apt. 111 

6:30pm Cub Scout 
Leaders 

 7:00pm 

Confirmation 

Softball/picnic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9am Church 
Clean-up & 

Potluck 

2-5pm Hammond 
Royalty 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9:00am Sunday 
School 

9:30am NTF Worship 
w/Communion  

10:45am Coffee 
Fellowship 

6:00pm GS Leaders 

6:30pm Cub 
Scouts 

7:00pm Church 
Council 

Noon Yadda, Yadda 
Prayer Group @ 

American Heritage, 
Apt. 111 

9:00am 
Jumpstart! 

10:30am 
Evangelism 

Team 

9:30am Hope 
Bible Study 

 
5-6:30pm GS 

Troop 

  

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

9:00am Sunday 
School 

9:30am ELW Worship 
 

Food Shelf Sunday 
10:45am Coffee 

Fellowship 

 10am Heritage 
Noon Yadda, Yadda 

Prayer Group @ 
American Heritage, 

Apt. 111 
 

 

 

Newsletter items 

due 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
9:30am WOV 

Worship 
w/communion  

Graduate Recognition 
Last Day of Sunday 

School 

10am Coffee 
Fellowship 

 

6:30pm Cub 
Scouts 

Noon Yadda, Yadda 
Prayer Group @ 

American Heritage, 
Apt. 111 

 

9:00am 
Jumpstart! 

 

 

 

5-6:30pm GS 
Troop 

  

28 29 30 31    

9:30am WOV 
Worship  

   10:45am Coffee 
Fellowship 

Memorial Day 

 

11:00am Newsletter 
Folding & Treats 

Noon Yadda, Yadda 
Prayer Group @ 

American Heritage, 
Apt. 111 

    

May Calendar of Events  



 
 

   

Calling all Moms!! 

A new mom’s book club is starting 
on June 29th! 

Book Title: Redeeming Love 
Author: Francine Rivers 

Date: June 29 
Time: 10am-12pm 

 
It will be at a local mom's 

home(rotating), bring the kids and 
dish to pass for potluck after. 

 
Questions?  

Contact: Jamie McCulloch 
(themccullochs2008@gmail.com) or 

Rebecca Fowler 
(fowlerra@frontiernet.net) 

 

On April 9th, we had one new family join our Trinity 

Family. Tim, Nicole, Ethan, Evan and Elliot Gardner. 

 

New member spotlight: Gardner Family 

 

Sundae School By: The Reverend Heath Howe 

This activity will help you share faith as a family, listen well to one another, and create a holy 
space at home where all are heard, valued, and treated as a child of God. With food and caring 
conversation your children will begin to see that faith is something shared well beyond the church 
walls and Sunday morning. Faith is practiced and shared daily, especially at home! 

Activity Plan  

1.  
2. Say this prayer aloud to begin. 

1. Jesus, you were a person just like us. You had a home, friends, and a family. Thank you for our family 
and for what we love about one another. May this time of sharing be sweet! Amen. 

3. Instruct each family member to create a Sundae Self Portrait, an ice cream sundae that reflects him or her. 
1. Encourage family members to consider what they like best about themselves and include it on the Sunday. 

Mini M&M's can be eyes, strawberry sauce red hair, etc. If a member likes their sense of humor they might 
make their Sundae laughing. If a member loves of animals he/she might surround the Sundae with gummy 
bears or animal crackers. 

4. Ask each family member to describe his or her creation, and conclude with this statement: 
1. One of my favorite things about me is____________________. Thanks, God! 
2. Once everyone has shared begin feasting! Ice cream loves to melt! During the Sundae School feast, family 

members then look at each member one at a time and share their thoughts to the following: 

3. (Person's name) what I love best about your Sundae is (was)____________________. 
(Person's name) you have taught me about God's love because of your gift of ________. Thank you! 

5. End with this prayer: 

1. God, thank you for making each one of us, as unique and special as we are. May we grow in your love 
as we love one another. Amen. 

Variation 

• If your family has allergies, this activity can be adapted to meet your dietary needs.  
• The idea is to let food be a medium for your caring conversation opportunity. 
• This activity can be expanded and shared with extended family members, neighbors, or close 

friends. 

1.   

Taking Faith Home   www.vibrantfaithathome.org  

Items Needed: Variety of family favorite ice creams, sauces (e.g. 

chocolate, caramel, strawberry), sprinkles, mini M&M’s or other candy, 

licorice sticks, whipped cream, ice cream cones, bowls, spoons 

http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/
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