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Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve

Prelude
Welcome

OPENING HYMN

1

Proclamation of the Birth of Christ

O come, all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem,;
come and behold him,

born the king of angels:

Refrain

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

The highest, most holy,

light of light eternal,

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father

now in flesh appearing! Refrain

Sing, choirs of angels,

sing in exultation,

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God

in the highest: Refrain

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

born this happy morning;

Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing: Refrain

O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW 283

Reprinted under permission by Public Domain.
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CHRISTMAS GREETING

L: Good news of great joy, light and life, grace and peace be with you all.
C: And also with you.

L: Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy. Alleluia!

C: Which shall be to all people. Alleluia!

L: For there is born to you a Savior, Alleluia!

C: He is Christ the Lord. Alleluia!

L: To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given.

C: And the government shall be upon His shoulders.

L: And His Name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God
C: The Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

L: O sing unto the Lord a new song.

C: For He has done marvelous things.

L: Tonight Christ is born: Alleluia, alleluia! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

HYMN Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW 275

1 Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
once you sang creation's story,
now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

L: As we come to your table this holy night, we come into the light of Christ,
confessing our need for God’s mercy.

L: Gracious God,

C: In Christ Jesus, you come among us as light shining in darkness. We
confess our failures to welcome this light. Forgive us and renew our hope,
so that we may live in the light of your grace, and welcome the truth of
Christ the Lord. Amen.

L: I bring you good news of great joy for all people: To you is born a Savior, Christ
the Lord. Your sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the
last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

HYMN Away in the Mangerv 1 & 2 ELW 277

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
| love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN Away in the Manger v 3 ELW 277

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. You have multiplied the
nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as
on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been
born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.



His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and
with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD
of hosts will do this.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

READING Titus 2: 11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that
are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Joy to the World ELW 267

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
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L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 2
C: Glory to you O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.



He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do
not be afraid; for see — | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us."” So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you O Christ

GOSPEL AFFIRMATION Joy to the World ELW 267

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.



SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Oh Little Town of Bethlehem
1 O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,

and, gathered all above

while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond'ring love.

O morning stars, together

proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the king,
and peace to all the earth!

How silently, how silently

the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of his heav'n.

No ear may hear his coming;

but, in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

oh, come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Immanuel!

Pastor Kim Suhr

ELW 279

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893



APOLSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
And born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

He is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,

The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING MUSIC Carol of Light Worship Team

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer
ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth

you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ
our Savior.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise... ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

SANCTUS (Sung to the tune of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing)

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of Host, by all adored.

Heav’n and earth cannot contain all the Glory of Your Name.
Hail, Hosanna, God Most high. Blest is He who now draws nigh.
In the Name of God the King, Hallelujahs glad we sing:

Hail, Hosanna! Praise due be forever, Lord, to You!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Special Music Oh Holy Night Kirk Lyksett

COMMUNION: All who believe Jesus is your Lord and Savior are invited to the
table!



COMMUNION BLESSING

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made
flesh.

Amen.

COMMUNION PRAYER

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and
wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with
all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

CANDLE LIGHTING
BLESSING OF THE CANDLES

L: Lord, Jesus, You are the light of the world and we remember that light as we
hold these candles.
C: Let Your blessing come upon us as we are surrounded by your light.

L: May all who stand in the light eagerly welcome your true light which never
fades.

Hymn: Silent Night ELW 281

1 Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3 Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from your holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

Reprinted under permission by Public Domain



BLESSING

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.
May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.
May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.

And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you always.

Amen

Closing Hymn Angel’s We Have Heard on High  ELW 289

1 Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain
Gloria in excelsis Deo;

gloria in excelsis Deo.

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain

Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864

Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude



