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February 19, 2023 Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

Prelude  

                                         

Welcome 

 

8th GRADE BIBLE VERSE SHARING  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG     Immortal Invisible God Only Wise  ELW 834 

           All Verses 

 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

 nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

 thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

 thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 

 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

 we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 

 and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 

4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 

 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

 all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 

 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the 

witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your 

beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ 

of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Exodus 24:12-18 
 

A reading from Exodus. 

The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give 

you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 

instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the 

mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; 

for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 



 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of 

the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day 

he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like 

a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses 

entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days 

and forty nights. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

8th GRADE BIBLE VERSE SHARING 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION How Good Lord, to be Here   (vs. 1 & 3) 

 

1 How good, Lord, to be here! 

 Your glory fills the night; 

 your face and garments, like the sun, 

 shine with unborrowed light. 

 

3 Fulfiller of the past 

 and hope of things to be, 

 we hail your body glorified 

 and our redemption see. 

 
Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to Peter, 

James, and John in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration. 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 

mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the 

sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 

Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 

wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the 

cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 

him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 



But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when they 

looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 

vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SKIT: CONFIRMATION STUDENTS 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Beautiful Savior   ELW 838 

         All Verses 

 

1 Beautiful Savior, 

 King of creation, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Truly I'd love thee, 

 truly I'd serve thee, 

 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 

2 Fair are the meadows, 

 fair are the woodlands, 

 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

 Jesus is fairer, 

 Jesus is purer, 

 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 

 fair is the moonlight, 

 bright the sparkling stars on high; 

 Jesus shines brighter, 

 Jesus shines purer 

 than all the angels in the sky. 
 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

 Lord of the nations, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Glory and honor, 

 praise, adoration, 

 now and forevermore be thine! 

 
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 



APOSTLE’S CREED         ELW p. 104 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

8TH GRADE BIBLE VERSE SHARING - 2 
 

 

OFFERING    Change My Heart Oh God   ELW 801  

     Sing 2x’s   
 

Change my heart, O God; 

 make it ever true. 

 Change my heart, O God; 

 may I be like you. 

 You are the potter; 

 I am the clay. 

 Mold me and make me; 

 this is what I pray. 

 Change my heart, O God; 

 make it ever true. 

 Change my heart, O God; 

 may I be like you. 

 
Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953 

Text © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 



OFFERING PRAYER   

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

Embolden your church as it witnesses to the majesty and mercy of your Son. Equip lay 

preachers, deacons, and pastors. Move us to share our stories of your faithfulness and 

forgiveness; may our lives proclaim your greatness.  
 

Lord in Your Mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Dwell with your whole creation, from the tallest mountain peak to the deepest valley. Bless 

the work of those who care for our world. Support the work of disaster relief agencies 

around the world.  
 

Lord in Your Mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Guide and give wisdom to all in authority: local leaders, our governor and state 

legislators, our president and national legislators. Bring freedom and justice to all nations.  
 

Lord in Your Mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Give shelter to those lacking safe homes. Spur communities to work for fair housing for all. 

Protect our neighbors whose dwellings do not keep out dangerous cold or heat; 

accompany with your touch those who are homebound, sick, or isolated especially Jim, 

Roberta, David, Deb, Delores, Daryl, Jacki, Terry, Ken, Gary, and Shireen.  
 

Lord in Your Mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Make us eager to receive your Word in scripture. Help us recognize Jesus’ voice in the 

needs of our neighbors; make us confident to follow the way of the cross.  
 

Lord in Your Mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Receive our thanksgiving for the holy ones who have guided us in faithfulness and 

gathered even the unlikely as your people. With our forebears in faith and all who have 

hoped in you, teach us to wait with courage until the promised day dawns.  
 

Lord in Your Mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 

Christ crucified who taught us to pray… 

 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.
 
 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

 

SENDING SONG  We Are Marching in the Light of God              ELW 866  

(We are dancing, praying, singing) 
Text: African American spiritual 

We are marching in the light of God, 

 We are marching in the light of God. 

 We are marching in the light of God, 

 We are marching in the light of God. 
 

 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

 We are marching in the light of God. 

 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

 We are marching in the light of God. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.  

Thanks be to God! 
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