First Sunday of Lent February 22, 2026

PRELUDE
Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

Dave Roos



God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW #325 “l Want Jesus to Walk With Me”

1 | want Jesus to walk with me;
| want Jesus to walk with me;
all along my pilgrim journey,
Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.

2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
in my trials, Lord, walk with me;
when my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.

3 When I'min trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when my head is bowed in sorrow,

Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages
within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us
with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise
us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word

BIBLE READING Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

BIBLE READING Romans 5:12-19



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION TFF #98 “Open Our Eyes, Lord”

Open our eyes, Lord,

We want to see Jesus

To reach out and touch Him
And say that we love Him

Open our ears, Lord
And help us to listen
Open our eyes, Lord
We want to see Jesus

GOSPEL READING Matthew 4:1-11

SERMON Pastor Julie Brenden
HYMN OF DAY ELW #504 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

1 A mighty fortress is our God,

a sword and shield victorious;

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod
and wins salvation glorious.

The old satanic foe

has sworn to work us woe!

With craft and dreadful might

he arms himself to fight.

On earth he has no equal.

No strength of ours can match his might!
We would be lost, rejected.

But now a champion comes to fight,
whom God himself elected.

You ask who this may be?

The Lord of hosts is he!

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,

God's only Son, adored.

He holds the field victorious.

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land

all threat'ning to devour us,
we tremble not, unmoved we stand;
they cannot overpow'r us.



Let this world's tyrant rage;
in battle we'll engage!

His might is doomed to fail;
God's judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

4 God's Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.

Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day.

The kingdom's ours forever!

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray
for the world and its needs.
Responses: Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.



OFFERING & HYMN ELW #679 “For the Fruit of All Creation”

1 For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev'ry nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safekeeping,
thanks be to God.

2 Inthe just reward of labor,
God's will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor,
God's will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God's will is done.

3 For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through
the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ¥ bless you now and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN ELW #808 “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song”
1 Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as | journey;

I'll tell ev'rybody about you wherever | go:
you alone are our life and our peace and our love.
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as | journey.

Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as | journey.

May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you.

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.
Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as | journey.

As long as | live, Jesus, make me your servant,

to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears.
For you saved me by giving your body and blood.

As long as | live, Jesus, make me your servant.

| fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey;

but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side.
And with all of the family you saved by your love,

we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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