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      ​          Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost​          ​ ​ August 16, 2026 ​
 
​
​

PRELUDE       ​             ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​              Dave Roos 
 

   ​ ​ ​ ​       Gathering​
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS​
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever.   Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,​
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts​
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you​
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
​
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. ​
          (Silence is kept for reflection.)​
   
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.​
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, ​
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. ​
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not ​
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,​
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, ​
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, ​
to the glory of your holy name.    Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,​
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. ​
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, ​
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you ​
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, ​
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN       ​ ELW #641           “All Are Welcome” - vs. 1, 3, 4​
 

1​ Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:​

​

 Refrain:    All are welcome, all are welcome, 
            ​   all are welcome in this place.​
 

     3​ Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:     To Refrain 
 

4   Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they've known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God's face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger:      To Refrain 
 

 

GREETING​
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the​
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
RESPONSIVE READING        ​  Psalm 67 ​
 

    May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
  Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations.​
 

  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth. ​
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  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
  The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
  May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.   
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY​
Let us pray.   God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those ​
who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with ​
compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, ​
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Word​
​
BIBLE READING​ ​       Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

 
BIBLE READING​ ​       Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32​
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE​
​
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​      ELW #801       “Change My Heart, O God”​
​

 ​ Change my heart, O God; 
  ​ make it ever true. 
  ​ Change my heart, O God; 
  ​ may I be like you. 
  ​ You are the potter; 
  ​ I am the clay. 
  ​ Mold me and make me; 
  ​ this is what I pray. 
  ​ Change my heart, O God; 
  ​ make it ever true. 
  ​ Change my heart, O God; 
  ​ may I be like you. 
 
 

 
GOSPEL​ ​ ​      Matthew 15:10-28​
​
SERMON​               ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Pastor Julie Brenden​
​
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HYMN OF DAY     ​ ELW #588   (alternate tune)    “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
 

1​ There's a wideness in God's mercy,        ​  
  ​ like the wideness of the sea; 
  ​ there's a kindness in God's justice 
  ​ which is more than liberty. 
  ​ There is no place where earth's sorrows 
  ​ are more felt than up in heav'n. 
  ​ There is no place where earth's failings 
  ​ have such kindly judgment giv'n. 
  

2​ There is welcome for the sinner, 
  ​ and a promised grace made good; 
  ​ there is mercy with the Savior; 
  ​ there is healing in his blood. 
  ​ There is grace enough for thousands 
  ​ of new worlds as great as this; 
  ​ there is room for fresh creations 
  ​ in that upper home of bliss. 
  

3​ For the love of God is broader 
  ​ than the measures of our mind; 
  ​ and the heart of the Eternal 
  ​ is most wonderfully kind. 
  ​ But we make this love too narrow 
  ​ by false limits of our own; 
  ​ and we magnify its strictness 
  ​ with a zeal God will not own. 
  

4​ 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; 
  ​ it is something more than all: 
  ​ greater good because of evil, 
  ​ larger mercy through the fall. 
  ​ Make our love, O God, more faithful; 
  ​ let us take you at your word, 
  ​ and our lives will be thanksgiving 
  ​ for the goodness of the Lord.​
​
​
APOSTLES’ CREED    ​
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.​
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our ​
       Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,​
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       suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried;​
       he descended to the dead.​
       On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,​
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,​
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.​
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,​
       the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,​
       the forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of the body,​
       and the life everlasting.   Amen. 

 

​
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     
​

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation. ​
​ ​                Responses:  Merciful God,  receive our prayer.​
​

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask​
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.​

 
THE PEACE OF CHRIST​
The peace of Christ be with you always.    And also with you. 

​
    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Meal​
​

OFFERING & HYMN           ELW #692       “We Are An Offering”​
​

 ​ We lift our voices, we lift our hands,​
​ we lift our lives up to you, we are an offering.​
​ Lord, use our voices, Lord use our hands,​
 ​ Lord use our lives, they are yours, we are an offering. 
 ​ All that we have, all that we are,​
​ all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.​
​ We lift our voices, we lift our hands, ​
​ we lift our lives up to you, we are an offering, we are an offering. 

  

OFFERING PRAYER        
Let us pray.   Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth​
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, 
that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.     And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God,  It is right to give God thanks and praise.​
​
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   ​
​
LORD’S PRAYER​
 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.​
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,​
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.​
    Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses,​
    as we forgive those  who trespass against us;​
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.​
    For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, ​
    forever and ever.  Amen. ​
 
COMMUNION & SONG​     ELW #542      “O Living Bread From Heaven”, vs. 1-3 

1​ O living Bread from heaven, 
  ​ how well you feed your guest! 
  ​ The gifts that you have given 
  ​ have filled my heart with rest. 
  ​ O wondrous food of blessing! 
  ​ O cup that heals our woes! 
  ​ My heart, this gift possessing, 
  ​ in thankful song o'er flows.​
 

 2​ My Savior, you have led me 
  ​ within your holiest place, 
  ​ and here yourself have fed me 
  ​ with treasures of your grace; 
  ​ for you have freely given 
  ​ what earth could never buy, 
  ​ the bread of life from heaven, 
  ​ that now I shall not die.​
 

 3​ You gave me all I wanted; 
  ​ this food can death destroy. 
  ​ And you have freely granted 
  ​ the cup of endless joy. 
  ​ My Lord, I do not merit 
  ​ the favor you have shown; 
  ​ and all my soul and spirit 
  ​ bow down before your throne. 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION​
​

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us​
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us ​
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; ​
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Sending​
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS​
 
BENEDICTION​
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  + give you peace.    Amen. 
 

 
SENDING HYMN    ​   ELW #434    “Jesus Shall Reign” 
 

1   ​ Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
 ​ does its successive journeys run; 
 ​ his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
 ​ till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
  

2   ​ To him shall endless prayer be made, 
 ​ and praises throng to crown his head; 
 ​ his name like sweet perfume shall rise 
 ​ with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 
  

3   ​ People and realms of ev'ry tongue 
 ​ dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
 ​ and infant voices shall proclaim 
 ​ their early blessings on his name. 
  

4  ​  Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 
 ​ the pris'ners leap to lose their chains, 
 ​ the weary find eternal rest, 
 ​ and all who suffer want are blest. 
  

5   ​ Let ev'ry creature rise and bring 
peculiar honors to our king; 

 ​ angels descend with songs again, 
 ​ and earth repeat the loud amen. 
  
  DISMISSAL​
  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!         Thanks be to God.      


