Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost

PRELUDE

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
our dwelling place for all generations,
whose compassion never slumbers.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another. (Silence is kept for reflection.)

Holy God,

we confess that we have trusted in our preparation
instead of your invitation.

We prioritize our piety over care for your beloved.
We trust the voice of our shame and fear,

which keeps us from entering fully

into relationship with you and others.

We are not awake to the coming of your reign.
Rouse us and rescue us,

that we may enter into your joy.

Amen.

Inherit the riches of God’s grace.

£ Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his mercy.
You are forgiven.

Blessed are you.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW #638  “Blessed Assurance”

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
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Refrain
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  To Refrain

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest;
| in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  To Refrain

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 70

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O Lorp, make haste to help me.
Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded,;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.

Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me
turn back because of their shame.
Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the Lorp!”
But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lorp, do not tarry.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us

to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word



BIBLE READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #646-vs. 1,2 “The Peace of The Lord”

1

The peace of the Lord, the peace of the Lord
the peace of the risen Lord Jesus:

the peace of the Lord is for you and for me,

and also for all of God's children.

The peace of the Lord is for you and for me,
and also for all of God's children.

The peace of the Lord, the peace of the Lord,
the peace of the risen Lord Jesus:

the peace of the Lord is among us right now,
so open yourselves to receive it.

The peace of the Lord is among us right now,
so open yourselves to receive it.

GOSPEL Matthew 25: 1-13

SERMON

HYMN OF DAY ELW #244  “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”

1

2

Rejoice, rejoice, believers,

and let your lights appear;

the evening is advancing,

and darker night is near.

The bridegroom is arising

and soon is drawing nigh.

Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
at midnight comes the cry.

The watchers on the mountain
proclaim the bridegroom near;
go forth as he approaches
with alleluias clear.

The marriage feast is waiting;
the gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;

the bridegroom is at hand.

Pastor Donald



3 The saints, who here in patience
their cross and suff'rings bore,
shall live and reign forever
when sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
the Lamb they shall behold;
in triumph cast before him
their diadems of gold.

4 Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
arise, O Sun so longed for,
o'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth's redemption
that sets your people free!

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all of creation.
Responses: God in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of
Jesus, your beloved. Amen.



OFFERING & HYMN (sheet music) “Lord, You Are More Precious Than Silver”
Lord, you are more precious than silver.
Lord, you are more costly than gold.
Lord, you are more beautiful than diamonds, and
Nothing | desire compares with you. (repeat as necessary)

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Eternal God,

our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you.
Receive what we offer, and all that you entrust to us,
until hungry no more, all the world is fed,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. (sign of the cross)

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW #439 “Soon and Very Soon”

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!



No more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
No more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
No more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!

No more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
No more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
No more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Encourage one another. Thanks be to God.



